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Sub-Committee on Carriage of Cargoes and Containers, 8th session (CCC 8), 16-23
September 2022

Action Required: IR Commission members are invited to note the relevant outcomes of CCC
8.

Mandatory reporting of lost containers — draft SOLAS and MARPOL
requirements agreed

The Sub-Committee agreed draft new requirements for mandatory reporting of lost
freight containers at sea.

Containers lost overboard can be a serious hazard to navigation and safety at sea in
general, in particular to recreational sailing vessels, fishing vessels and other small
craft, as well as to the marine environment. The work of the Sub-Committee on
detection and reporting of lost containers is also relevant to the Organization's work
on addressing marine litter.

The Sub-Committee agreed draft amendments to the SOLAS and MARPOL treaties.

The draft amendments to SOLAS chapter V, on safety of navigation, will be
submitted to the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC), with a view to approval by MSC
107 (spring 2023) and subsequent adoption by MSC 108 (autumn 2023). The draft
amendments add new paragraphs to SOLAS chapter V Regulation 31 on Danger
messages. They would require the master of every ship involved in the loss of freight
container(s), shall communicate the particulars of such an incident by appropriate
means without delay and to the fullest extent possible to ships in the vicinity, to the
nearest coastal State, and also to the flag State. The flag State would be required to
report the loss of freight containers to IMO.

The draft amendments also add a new paragraph to SOLAS chapter V Regulation
32 on Information required in danger messages, specifying the information to be
reported, including, where available, position, number of containers, etc.

The draft amendment to the article V of protocol | of the MARPOL Convention—
Provisions concerning reports on incidents involving harmful substances, under
Article V on reporting procedures, would add a new paragraph to say that "In case of
the loss of freight container(s), the report required by article 1l (1) (b) shall be made
in accordance with the provisions of SOLAS regulations V/31 and V/32."

The Sub-Committee agreed that that the draft amendments should enter into force
on 1 January 2026. It was agreed that the IMO Secretariat would develop the



relevant module under the IMO Global Integrated shipping Information System
(GISIS) for the receipt of reports from flag States.

Information provided to the Sub-Committee by the World Shipping Council indicates
that, based on their estimates, there were on average a total of 1,382 containers lost
at sea each year in the 12-year period (2008-2019). There are over 6,000
containerships continuously operating on the world's seas. In 2019, the international
liner shipping industry transported approximately 226 million containers, with cargo
transported valued at more than US$4 trillion.

Safety of alternative fuels - guidelines for LPG agreed and development for
hydrogen and ammonia further progressed

The Sub-Committee continued its work on the safety provisions related to fuels other
than fuel oil and low flashpoint fuel. This work is part of the important work being

carried out by the Sub-Committee in the context of shipping's need for new fuels and
propulsion systems to meet decarbonisation ambitions set out in the Initial IMO GHG

Strateqy.

Draft interim guidelines for the safety of ships using LPG fuels agreed

The Sub-Committee agreed the draft Interim Guidelines for the safety of ships using
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) LPG and the associated draft MSC circular, for
submission to MSC 107.

Draft interim guidelines for ships using hydrogen and ammonia as fuel and
low flashpoint fuels

A working group at the Sub-Committee further developed draft interim guidelines for
ships using hydrogen as fuel and initiated discussion on the development of interim
guidelines for the safety of ships using ammonia as fuel. The two sets of draft
guidelines will be further developed in a correspondence group reporting to the next
session of the Sub-Committee.

The correspondence group will report back to CCC 9 in 2023. The aim is to finalize
the draft interim guidelines for ships using hydrogen at that session. For ammonia,
the development is ongoing, and it is expected that CCC 9 will further
develop/finalize those guidelines.


https://gisis.imo.org/Public/
https://www.imo.org/en/About/Events/Pages/Symposium-alternative-low-carbon-and-zero-carbon-fuels.aspx
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